N O G WWW .NOGS.ORG

December 2007

Volume 48Number 6

Official Publication of the New Orleans Geolgical Society Inc.

Upcoming Events and Activities

December 3 - NOGS Luncheon

*** NEW LOCATION: Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome ***
Free validated parking in hotel garage

Steven H.Bradiman of Petro-Hunt, recipient ofthe 2007 Gege C MasonAward for the
best oral presentation at the AAPG Annual Convention, will present “Integration of 34D
SeismidVith Geolaic Knavledg Can Detect Non-Amplitude Comltioa Trgps and

Discorer Nev Py Zones in a 600 BCF Mea Plg, Northem Lafourche Rrish,Louisiand.

(See Page 7 for Abstract and Biographies)

HoLipAy INN DowNTOWN SUPERDOME ADMISSION.

Check with Concierge or Wlth reselvation- ........................... .$3000
front desk for location without resewation ...................... $35.00
Lund sexved &11:30am Student Member witkesevation...... Free

December 14 - NOGS Holidg Party
Cannors Restauant, 4141 StChatesAve. 7-10 PM.
See page 13 for announcement.

January 7 - NOGS Lundeon

Guest speak and topic Speaknot et confrmed. Look for details in né months Logor
on the NOGS website

January 24-25 - Naural and Anthropogenic Subsidence Impact on
Louisiana Coasts Symposium

Hosted ly the Bton Rouge Geolgical SocietyEnegy Coast & Emironment Building
LSU Campus, Baton Rouge. See announcement on page 12.
For more informaion visit BR5S website http://wwwbrgs-la.ay

INSIDE Baton Rouge Geological Society Event Announcements... Pages 12 & 19
THis NOGS Holiday Party ANNOUNCEMENL..............ccevevevererererererennnnnsd Rage 13
IssuE NOGS/SGS Workday at City Park ..........ccccccveeiiiiiiiiiieeeniinee Pages 16-17

Memorial to Richard Boebel.............c.uuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee Page 18
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NOGS Office

Office Manager: Annette Hudson

Office Hours:

Tel: 504-561-8980 Fax: 504-561-8988

E-mail: info@nogs.ay |

Website: wwwnogs.og
The office is located at Suite 300, 810 Union Street, New Orleans, LA 70112.
Correspondence and all luncheon reservations should be sent to the above address.

Sent to press on November 23, 2007.
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Phone
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dreiter@eplweb.com
jsfphelps@yahoo.com
paul.post@mms.gov
bootscon@aol.com
dpate@eustiseng.com
fogarty@airmail.net
david.garner@shell.com
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epicou@bellsouth.net
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bootscon@aol.com
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Directors Year Phone

Peggy Campbell 2007 504-283-2505
Ann Gilbert 2007 504-889-2104
Dolores Murphy 2007 504-393-0878
Carol Andrews 2008 504-887-3432
Alma Dunlap 2008 504-737-2678
Earleen Rodan 2008 504-887-4370

--- NOGS Contact List continued on page 10 ---
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from the President

The life of any professional society primarily dependsevening for the event. The location is Cannon's at 4141
on the volunteer &rts of its member#s President of St. Charle®\venue. See the flyer in the Log for additional
NOGS, | am very grateful for all of the memberswho  details.
give so freely of their time and talents. If you check the list | have heard from many of you (some of you
of officers, board members, and committee chairs numerous times) about the delay in receiving the October
(beginning on page 3) it will be obvious that we have a lot OG. We are still tracking down what happened, but it
of members working very hard for our socidtyere is, appears that the Post Office was inundated by bulk mail
howevera great need for additional help. Many of our  for the October 20 election at the same time that they
committees consist of a single person - the committee's received the LO@s | was still receiving campaign ads
chair Please look over the list of committees and see if more than a week after the election, this is quite possibly
there is one that you would like to get involved in,and  at the heart of the problem. Our the use of bulk malil
then give me or the committee chair a dalr help will rather than first class yields a substantial savings for
be appreciated. NOGS, however the delay with the October issue was

One of our most important committees is Continuing not acceptablé&\Ve are working with our printer and the
Education. Jeanne Phelps has done an excellentjob  US Postal Service to make sure that we do not have a
organizing and coordinating this committee for quitea  repeat of this problem.

while, but has moved to Houstoie are now in need of And Finally, | was saddened by the death of Dick
anew chair for this committee. | you are interested in ~ Boebel in Septembdbick was a great oil findgut that
chairing or serving on this committee (or know of was just one part of his very remarkable life. He was an

someone we should approach for it), please let me.knowctive participant in many aspects of sociatyl

| was very pleased by the volunteer turnout we had generous with his time and resouréegarticular focus
for our City Park workday on Novemben8e had 15  of Dick's was education. He took to heart the concept of
participants from NOGS and SGS and had a great time"always learning”, and also was a strong supporter of
helping the park get ready for Celebration in the Oaks. education. It is thus appropriate that the NOGS Memorial
The strenuous part involved pounding rebar into the Foundation has voted to change the name of the "New
ground that will secure the dozens of Christmas trees  Orleans Geological Society Graduate Scholarship” to the
along the walkways in the Botanical Garden and "RichardW. Boebel Graduate Scholarship". Dick's family
Storyland. The trees will hold ornaments made by had included the NOGS Memorial Foundation as a
schoolchildren from throughout our aréée also strung  preferred recipient of donations, and by early November
lights in the trees and bushes in Storyland. That effort ha$i20,000 had been received. | can think of no more fitting
a big impact for City Park. The park had 6 full-time tribute to Dick than that his support for education will be
employees who worked on Celebration inthe Oaks.  continued for a great many years to come. Please
Since Katrina they have 1 full-time employee and one  remember the Memorial Foundation in your plans for
half-time employealVe will put together another City charitable giving.
Park workday with SGS in the spring.

Speaking of Christmas, don't forget about the NOGS Art Johnson
Holiday Party on December 14. BNhiting, Annette
Hudson, and Susie Baker have put together a fantastic

NOGS LOG DECEMBER 2007 5
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December 3 Luncheon Presentation
*** NEW LOCATION: Holiday Inn Downtown Supedome ***

Integration of 3-D Seismic with Geological Knowledge can Detect Non-
Amplitude Combination Traps and Disoer New Pay Zones in a 600
BCF Mature Plg, Northern Laburche Rarish, Louisiana

presented by
Steen H. Bradiman, Rtro-Hunt, L.L.C.

ABSTRACT

Fifteen Middle and Lwer Miocene eésevoir value in identifying either pential iesevoirs or
sands have produced over 600 BCFE from seven fieldglrocarbon accumulations.VA processing and
in the Thibodaux project area, northern Lafourche advanced geophysical products, failed to provide
Parish, Louisiana. Rigaus, pe-3-D, substace unique solutions. Eventually, the application of
mapping revealed opportunities for stratigraphic andsubsurface geologic knowledge to the seismic aided
combination taps in Rbulus l-age (Lwer Miocene) identification of indirect geophysical "sand indicators"
sands. Interpretation of newly acquired 3-D seismic that directly lead to the drilling of a significant
data resulted in the identification of several classic discoery.
"Gulf Coast" -type structural traps, but was of little

BIOGRAPHY

Steve Brachmahas explored for oil and gas Pdro-Hunt, L.L.C. in their Housn Didrict office.
in South Louisiana sinc®86. He began his emr in  Steve and his staff generate and screen drilling

1981 with Gulf QOil in Oklahoma City and as oppottunities in the onsha Gulf Coasof Texas and
transérred b Kilgoe, TX, in B83. He eturned © Louisiana.

Oklahoma City with SOHIO in984 and vas Steve Brachman is a native of Chicago, lllinois,
relocaéd © Hougon the bllowing yar See sayed has a bachelors degree in geology from Eastern lllinois
with SOHIO/BP until 1990 and has subssently University and a masters degree in geology from The

worked for Wintershall Energy, Araxas Exploration, Pennsylvaniat&te University He is brmer Pesident
Southvedgern Enegy RFogo Poducing Corpary, and of the Houston Geological Society and was awarded
as an "independent” on a couple of occasions. Stevethe Geoge C. Matson Memorialward for bes$ paper
recently léfFogo and is @ Exploation Manageror  at the 2006 AAPG Annual Convention.

“And Looking Ahead..” Change in

The next NOGS luncheon and will NOGS Luncheon Location
be held on Janugr7, 1:00 am at
Holiday Inn Downtown

Superdome. Speaker and topic were

The DecemberJanuary, and February

not available at time of press; please NOGS Luncheons will be held at
check NOGS webiste for updates. Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome,
Contact the NOGS Office to make 330 LoyolaAve. Free validated

your resevation. parking in the hotel parking garage.

NOGS LOG DECEMBER 2007 7
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MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2007-08 Chairman Michael N. Fein
2007-08 Secretary Arthur H. Johnson
2007-08 Trustee Doug Cristina
2007-08 Trustee Geoge T. Froming
2008-09 Trustee David E. Balcer
2008-09 Trustee Tom Klekamp
2009-10 Trustee Michael C. Fauquier
2009-10 Trustee ScottA. Wainwright

AAPG DELEGATES

Term Ends

2007 Thomas C. Bergeon
2007(a) J. Stephen Tissue
2008 Irion Bordelon, Jr
2008 Carol Rooney
2008(a) James Cearley Il
2008(a) Arthur T. Cerniglia
2009 David E. Balcer
2009 William Whiting
2009(a) Nancye Dawers
2009(a) David Cooke

NOGS CONRCT LIST

--- continued from page 3 ---

Company
W & T Offshore

Hydrate Energy Int'l
Consultant
Consultant
Chevron

Amber Resources LLC

W & T Offshore

Bret Exploration Co Inc

Century Exploration
Chevron

Cimarex Energy
Consultant Geologist
Chevron

CIG Exploration
Chevron

Consultant

Tulane University
MMS

Phone

504-210-8148
504-464-6208
985 630-5621
504-799-1918
504-592-6752
985-845-4046
504-831-4173
504-889-2700

504-832-3772
504-592-6030
504-586-3023
504-835-1909
832-854-2655
504-780-0097
504-592-6725
504-947-8495
504-862-3200
504-736-2609

E-mail

mikef@wtoffshore.com
artjohnson51@hotmail.com
dcristina@chartenet
gfroming@eplweb.com
dbalcer@chevrontexaco.com
klekamp@bellsouth.net
fauquier@bellsouth.net
scott_wainwright@hotmail.com

tom.bergeon@centuryx.com
stevetissue@Chevron.com
Ibordelon@cimarex.com

james.cearley@chevron.com
cigexploration@yahoo.com
dbalcer@Chevron.com
bootscon@aol.com
ndawers@tulane.edu
david.cooke@mms.gov
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10YearsAgo (Decemberl997): The great success of the GCAGS
convention, hosted by NOGS in October 1997, reverberated throughout the
Log inWill Conatser's President's Column, Ed Picou'sTidbits, and a

special column by General Chairman Jack Langford.

30YearsAgo (Decemberl977): Rudolf Siegert's President's Corner

highlighted a Oil and Gas Journal report that for the first half of 1977, U.S. gas

production had increased for the first time since 1973. His explanation: "we must be

seeing the first results of the upsurge in drilling activity prompted by oil and gas price
increases in 1973." He estimated a lag time of 2 to 8 years between exploratory drilling and
full production.

35YearsAgo (Decemberl972): "A wonderful way to start the holiday season by treating your wife (or girl or boy
friend) to an evening of fun." The NOGS Christmas Dance and Breakfast (must have been a long "evening of fun") v
to be held on December 1.

- Tim Piwowar

NOGS LOG DECEMBER 2007 11



Steve Strain
INTEQ
Ste 2000-515 RPoydras $
New Orleans, LA 7012
504-56-#13

O
<&
L}

& Rodney K. Stafford
Chevron
Geophysicist
9350 Gravier St
New Orleans, LA 7012
504-592-622

12
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NOGS
HOLIDA'Y
PARTY

December 14, 2007

Cannons Restaurant
4141 3. CharlesAvenue
7-10 PM

Ample free parking behind Cannsn’

Featuring Cannog’
famous reception buffet

Open bar
(Call brands downstairs at the cash bar)

Door prizes
Y2 and %2

Cost:
$40 per person

Open to NOGS, SIPES, etc. and guests
Reservations via the NOGS Office

561-8980
Email: info@nogs.org

NOGS LOG
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935 Gravier Street
New Orleans, LA 70112

(504) 592-6000

“Serving the Oil & Gas Industry Since 1983”

Geological, Anthony Catalanottc
Geophysical & President
Land Drafting Stefani Kelone

Drafting and Design

3349 Ridgelake Drive Suite 2021 Metairie, LA1 70002
Office: (504) 836-2882 Fax: (504) 836-2877

geodraft@bellsouth.net

Oil & Gas Exploration

1615 Poydras 8 eet
Suite 1300
New Orleans, LA7011.2

and Production

(504) 529-6100
(504) 596-2021 [Fax]
www.clkenergy.com

1001 Louisiana

Room S W 2205 A
Houston, Texas 77002
Office: (713) 420-2600

Fax: (713) 420-1643

14
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NOGS/SGS
Workday at
City Park

On November 3, NOGS and
SGS teamed-up with a volunteer
workday at City Park for the
second time in 2007.
Preparation for “Celebration in
the Oaks” was the focus. See
Art Johnsors Presideng
columnto read more.
Meanwhile heres some pictures
of our volunteer membersin
action.

16
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RICHARD W. BOEBEL
(1926 — 2007)

RichardW. “Dick” Boebel, an independent geologist and geophysicist, died September 1,
2007 in New Orleans, Louisiana. He was 81 years old. Dick, as he was known throughou
the oil and gas industrgrrived in New Orleans, Louisiana in 1950 after receiving a M.S.
degree in Geology from the University\wisconsinThis was the beginning of a lifelong
fascination and love for New Orleans where he lived and practiced Petroleum Geology
since he began his career wixaco As a matter of fact, Dick and his wife Jean lived
in the historicaVieux Carré on world famous Bourbotré&et for many year&Vhile with
Texaco, Dick worked in the Houma District which was in the center of the prolific
MioceneTrend of South Louisiandhis experience witfiexaco in Louisiana most active area at that time gave him a
firm basis for his future development as a skilled “Oil Finder”.

Dick left Texaco in 1953 and went to work with Mississippi River Fuel Corp. where he became Division Geologist

Then followed a succession of moves to various companies which includetrdh&n Co. where he served\ése-

President of Exploration, and Oil & Gas Futures, Inc. where he ascended to the PreBiden@p77 to the present,

Dick had a highly productive and successful career as an Independent and Consulting Geologist. His unique ability to ble
the tools of geology and geophysics into exploration established Dick as one of the most successful explorationist in the
Gulf Coast. His efforts during his career resulted in the discovery of over fifteen new fields both Onshore and Offshore
South Louisiana. Some of the most prolific fields discovered by him ingfeweilion Block 16, Ship Shoal Block 45, Hell

Hole Bayou, Kings Ridge, Bayou Chevrevil and Boneset Creek Figl@se fields to date have produced over 500 billion
cubic feet of natural gas and 25,000,000 barrels of oil.

Dick was always generous with his time and energy devoted to his profession. His efforts for the GCAGS in-
cluded the Judges Committee Chairman at the 1962 Convergmmical Program Chairman at the 1978 Convention,
Associate Editor at the 1997 Convention plus judging at a number of other GCAGS ConvAsti©hairman of the
FinancialAid to Sudents Committee for three years, 1988 through 1990, he initiated a computer program to couple the
applicants with their achievements, sponsors, and ratings allowing a spread sheet for more efficient judgment of relative
values. He was awarded the prestigious GCAGS Distinguished Saweéed in 1998.

He was an active member of the New Orleans Geological Society and his many contributions to that organizatio
led to Honorary Membership in 1992. In addition, Dick had been a memberf/oh|@ since 1949, serving on the
Research Committee aiithe Visiting Petroleum Geologist Committee. He becarieusteeAssociate of thAAPG
Foundation in 1981.

Other professional ganizations Dick had been active in areAhgerican Geological Institute and the Society of
Independent Earth Scientists. He was also a Fellow &rericanAssociation for thédvancement of Science, the
country’s oldest and lgest scientific aganization. It is obvious from the above record that Dick served his profession
tirelessly and always with distinction.

RichardW. Boebel was born in MadisoWjisconsin on January 21, 1926. He served in the BBy Infantry
from 1943-1946 in Europe duringjorld War 11. Dick is survived by his two children, Richard B. Boebel Anty Jean
Boebel, and four grandchildren. His beloved wife Jean B. Boebel died in 2003. Both Dick and Jean were extremely acti
in civic and community projects in New Orleans. Dick was an avid reader who had an impressive library in his Bourbon
Street home which included many classic and antique books. He was well informed and knowledgeable about many
subjects but in particular histoe was a guest lecturer for the History Department at the University of New Orleans
and served on the Research Fellowship Program of the History Department of that institution.

Dick was known as much for his intelligence as for his oil finding abiieywas fascinated by everything. He
knew an amazing amount about most things. The most remarkable thing is that in spite, or perhaps because of his ama
intellectual capacityhe was so &ible and compassionate.

RichardW. Boebels career was exemplified by his high ethical standards, his skillful exploration techniques, and
his unstinting devotion to his fellow geologists.

Frank W. Harrison, Jr.
Lafayette, Louisiana

Editor 's note:This memorial was written for publication in tBelletin of theAmericanAssociation of Petroleum Geologistge
express our gratitude to Frank for permission to print it iN(G& S Log
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South Louisiana and Offshore

D Exploration and Production Activity

R

| Central Gulf of Mexico Oil and Gas Lease Sale 2Q0%eaturing an enlarged area, was
held in New Orleans on October 3 by the U.S. Department of the Interior's Minerals
Management Service (MMS). The 5,359 tracts composing the sale received 1,428 bids
from 84 companies on 723 tradddotal of $5,245,583,944 was exposed in the sale, with
high bids totaling $2,904,321,0IMMS Preliminary Salet&tistics showed the following:

The top ten companies based on the total number of high bids submitted:
# High Bids Sum High Bids
Submitted Submitted ($)

Company

BP Exploration & Production Inc.

Shell Offshore Inc.

Cobalt International Engy, L.P
Chevron U.S.A. Inc.

Nexen Petroleum Offshore U.S.A. Inc.
LLOG Exploration Offshore, Inc.
Marathon Oil Company

83
69
53
44
30
28
27

Murphy Exploration & Production Company 26

Petrobragsmerica Inc.
Eni Petroleum US LLC

26
26

107,069,659
554,563,223
211,314,797
283,354,944
113,563,384

98,749,440
221,713,596
161,054,671
108,107,304

47,831,800

The top ten companies submitting the highest dollar amount of total bids for Sale 205:

Total Bids Sum ofotal Bids
Submitted Submitted ($)

Company

Shell Offshore Inc. 69 554,563,223

Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 44 283,354,944

Marathon Oil Company 27 221,713,596

Cobalt International Engy, L.P 53 211,314,797

Murphy Exploration & Production Company 26 161,054,671

BHP Billiton Petroleum (Deepwater) Inc. 14 140,179,343

ConocoPhillips Company 6 122,462,950

Nexen Petroleum Offshore U.S.A. Inc. 30 113,563,384

Petrobragsmerica Inc. 26 108,107,304

BP Exploration & Production Inc. 83 107,069,659
Protractaiér Depth High Bid

Company Block (range Arhount ($)

Shell Offshore Inc. WR/7 1600 - 2000 90,488,445

Marathon Oil Company
Repsol E&P USA Inc.

GC/423 800 - <1600 74,386,000

BHP Billiton Petroleum (Deepwater) Inc.
Marathon Oil Company
Woodside Engyy (USA) Inc.

GC/328 800 - <1600 69,490,000

Nexen Petroleum Offshore U.S.A., Inc.
Marathon Oil Company

GC/996 1600 - 2000 69,389,889

20
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Protradairdr Depth High Bid
Company Block (range Arhount ($)
BHP Billiton Petroleum (Deepwater) Inc. GC/817 800 - <1600 55,285,555
Cobalt International Engy, L.P
Shell Offshore Inc. KC/21 800 - <1600 54,888,884
Chevron U.S.A. Inc. GC/348 800 - <1600 51,487,00¢
Repsol E&P USA Inc.
ConocoPhillips Company WR/51 1600 - 2000 51,134,88(
Murphy Exploration & Production Co. - USAL/370 >2000 50,488,975
KNOC USA Corporation
Sephens Production Compahy C
ConocoPhillips Company KC/387 >2000 48,656,64(

WR 7 and WR 51 received the most bids with 13 each. Other blocks that received the a large number of bic
were:WR 95 and GB 954 with 12 bids each; GC 996 witlbitls; and GB 998, GC 817, KC 21 ah&R 139
each with 10 bids.

The plays that attracted the most interest were the Paleogene (aka Early drdcoargror "Wicox") and the
Miocene inWalker Ridge, Keathley Canyon and Green Canyon. In the eastern part of the sale area (previously t
Eastern Gulf sale area), the Norphlet and the biogenic gas plays of DeSoto Canyon, LIoyd Ridge were areas of
interest. This is due to possible capacity being available in the Independence Hub or other west-adjacent
infrastructure when new discoveries in the eastern area would be developed and ready to come on-line.

Companies' bids may have been related to several factors; (1) pent up demand as this sale was delayed, (-
expanded sale area, (3) the availability of some deep-water blocks for the first time in 10 years during which time
the Paleogene play was identified and began to evolve, (4) the recognition of the Norphlet play in DeSoto Canyc
and surrounding protractions, (5) infrastructure access (which had not previously been available), and (6) the
perceived security of leaseholds in a country with reasonably stable fiscal terms (not withstanding the increase in
deep-water royalty from 12.5% to 16.67% that went into effect with the stroke of the pen of the Secretary of the
US Dept. of the Interior in January) and relatively low political risk.

Other sale data and information are located at http://g@rmms.gov/homepg/Isesale/205/cgom205.html

| BHP Billiton started production at its Genghis Khan Field in early October from a single subsea completion in GC
652. BHPBIlliton, with co-venturers Hess and Rep¥BIF, acquired their interest in Genghis Khan in February
2007 for $1.33 billion ($583 million net to BHP Billiton).

Drilling has begun on the second well, which will be completed immediately after the completion of drilling
operations. This well will then be followed by two additional wells, one of which is slated to test GC 608.
Production from these blocks will be transported to a third-party owned and operated facility where it will be
processed and sent via existing pipelines to markets orf&h@gand/or Louisian@he oil is sold as a blend,
commingled with crudes from other areas.

The Genghis Khan development comprises the western flank of the Shenzi structure, which is located on
adjacent blocks. Shenzi is also in development by the same co-venturers. BHP Billiton is operator of both Gengl
Khan and Shenzi with a 44% WI in the six-block unit (GC 608, 609, 610, 652, 653 and 654). Hess and Repsol
each have a 28% WI.

"The development and production of Genghis Khan provides early learnings and synergy with our Shenzi
project and expands our ownership of operated infrastructure in this region," noted J.¥éabaaChief
Executive for BHP Billiton Petroleum. "This project allows us to optimize the development of the reserves at Shen
Genghis Khan, providing flexibility in selecting well locations, production facilities and the pace of development to

capture the most value possible over the expected 25 to 30 year life of the field."
--- continued on page 23 ---
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Drill Bits , continued from page 21

"Test volumes" of oil were also produceddantis (GC 699, 700, 742, 743, and 744) in early Octdktéantis
(BP56%W!I/operatoy BHP44%WI) is expected to begin ramping up oil and gas production near the end of the
year TheAtlantis platform is capable of handling up to 200,000 BO/D and 180 MMCH®HADNts was slated to
start production more than a year ago. Howetaervicious 2005 hurricane season led to delays and cost
increases. BHP spent $1.6 billion on its share of the project's costs, up from its original estimate of $1.1 billion.
Production is also scheduled to begin by the end of December from Neptun@d8MR/operatoy
Marathon 30%WVI, Woodside Petroleum 20%1, and Repsol 15%/1) fields, which are also located in the
Mississippi Fan (aké/esterrAtwater) Foldbelt and expected to commence production by the end of December
2007. Combined, these three projects boost BHP Billiton's net production in the region to more than 100,000 B
D. In the 12-month period ending June 30, 2007, BHP's production from the Gulf of Mexico averaged
approximately 12,000 BOE/D.

While continuing to post net losses ($52.2 MM, $1.50 per share, for the third quarter of 2007 compared with ar
loss of $19.0 MM, $0.67 per share, for the third quarter of 2008YloRan on October 19 and 22 provided
the following information, much of it good news for deep drilling in South Louisiana and the adjacent offshore.

A production test performed in the Operc interval on the Flatrock discovery (OCS 310 SNMARIDPY E
MMCFG/D with 739 BC/D on a 37/64" choke with FTP of 8,520 psi. The well had been drilled to 18,400' TD.
Wireline and MWD logs confirmed eight zones totaling 260" net of hydrocarbon bearing sands over a combined 63
gross interval, consisting of five zones in the Rob-L section and three zones in the Operc section. The well was
drilled in ~10' of water

McMoRan is pursuing aggressively opportunities in this area, and has permitted three offset locations to prov
further options for the development of the multiple reservoirs found in the Rob-L and Operc sections.

The first permitted offset/delineation well, Flatrock #2, was spudded on October 7. The well, as of October -
had drilled below 5,000 with a PTD of 18,100'". Located ~1 mile northwest of the dis¢beeayjectives are the
Rob-L and Operc sands. The second permitted offset/delineation well, Flatrock #3, is expected to be spudded
the 4th quarter of 2007 following the completion of the discovery well. The #3 well has a PTD of 18,800, targetin
Rob-L and Operc sands ~3,000' south of the discovery well.

McMoRan controls approximately 150,000 gross acres ifigiee Shoal/Mound Point (OCS Block 310/
Louisiana SL 340) area with a 25.0% WI and an 18.8% NRI in Flatrock. Plains E & P has a 30.0% WI.

The Cottonwood Point exploratory well (VR 31) was spudded Mawss d@f October 19 it had drilled below
19,000' with a PTD of 21,000'. Per McMoRan's previous announcements, wireline logs indicated that the well
encountered ~43' net of hydrocarbon bearing sands over an approximate 92' gross interval in the upper Rob-L
section. Casing was set over this zone, and drilling continues to evaluate deeper objectives. Cottonwood Point i
located in approximately 15' of watbfcMoRan has a 15%W/1 and an 1.3% NRI in the well, with Plains E & P
having a 40% WI.

An exploratory well at the Mound Point South prospect3&0) was spudded épril 12 and reached
21,056' MTD. Based on wireline logs, the well encountered 15' of net hydrocarbon bearing sands over a 47’ gr
interval in the Gyro sectioiihe well wag'A in September as McMoRan and its partners are considering future
operations for this well, which will require special tubulars for completion. McMoRan has an 18.3% Wl and a
14.5% NRI in well, with Plains E & P having a 24.4% WI.

In an interesting announcement, McMoRan is developing plans to re-enter the Blackbeard #1, the ultra-deej
exploratory well in STL68. Blackbeard, drilled in 70" of wattook a year and a half to reach 30,067 MTD in
2006 at a cost estimated to exceed $200 MM. Howtheswell failed to reach its et a few thousand feet
deeperAccording to slides accompanying McMoRan's 3rd Quarter 2007 conference call, the well may have just
penetrated the Lower Miocene above its abandonment defib.time, Newfield, holding a 23% interest in the
prospect it had acquired through its purchase of EEX, explained the well failed to reach its deeper objectives
because of higher than expected pressure and temperature. ExxonMobil operated the well, but ultimately exited

--- continued on page 25 ---
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B T 10oBITS

@ Geolayic Time Scale and Geolgic Map Color Shemes Standatized: The US Geolaical Surey
and Association of American State Geologists (AASG) recently announced the release of "Divisions of
Geolgyic Time-Major Chrnostetigraphic and Gedwonolagic Units" http://pubsusggov/fs/2007/
3015/. The goal is to provide a consistent international geologic time scale to improve communication
and esole etensve ddaes wer names and boundariesuriits and aridions in time scalea
standard color scheme for geologic maps was also unveiled, also with hopes of improved communicatic
both within the gosciences conumity and with polic malers.
@ Useful and Interesting Web Links:
Shlumbeger QOilfield Dictionay - http://www.dossay.oilfield.sllbcom/
Geolagycom - http://geolagycom/
LDNR SONRIS dta access - http://sonris-wvdnrstde.la.us/www_oot/sonris_potal_1.htm
LACoast.gv - http://www.lacoastay/

- Mike Miner

Drill Bits , continued from page 23

project. In addition to ExxonMobil, other partners in the original well were Newfield®&mbras, Dominion and

BHP Billiton. McMoRan declined to say whether all the companies would participate in the re-drill. The rights to th
project were part of McMoRan's purchase of Newfield's shelf assets. "It's our intention to deepen this well to allc
it to test its primary tget," McMoRan co-chairman Richakdkerson said during an earnings conference call.
James Moffett, McMoRan's other co-chairman, said his company will need to procure another rig to re-drill the
well. Rowan's Scootéfeagain, which drilled the original well, is now working in Safichbia on a contract that

lasts until 201. "If we can get everyone together and get the rig situation (solved), we hope to be started by first-
quarter 2008," Mdétt said. In their conference call, Noffett stated that McMoRan believes that given the

casing currently in the well, ~1,500' could be drilled below the existing TD.

The Cas exploratory well at ST 70 was spudded on January 30 and drilled to 24,285' TVD. Evaluation of the
well determined that the well did not contain commercial quantities of hydrocarbons.

In August 2007, McMoRan's Laphroaig discoverytin@ary Parish, Louisiana, commenced produchaof
October 19, the well was producing at a gross rate of approximately 44 MMCFE/D. In September 2007,
McMoRan conducted a successful production test at the Hurricane Deep discovery at SMI 217. The test indica
a flow rate of approximately 15.4 MMCFG/D on a 14/64" choke with FTP of 14,200 psi. First production is
expected in the 4th quarter of 2007 using existing infrastructure in the area. In October 2007, McMoRan perforn
a successful recompletion on the Hurricane #3 well at SMI 217. The well is currently producing at a rate of
approximately 7.5 MMCFG/D.

| Possibly providing insight to the rationale for recent bids in the eastern part of the CentrileXein October
24 announced that during the past quarter drilling was completed at the Shell-dfiekatady wildcat at DC
353. The well was drilled to ~25,400' TD and encountered hydrocarbons. It was sidetracked and core was
recovered in the STH. The partners are still completing their analysis of the data and core samples and early
indications are encouraging. They expect to announce more information in the next quarter once their analysis is
complete and future plans have been determined. Nexen has a 25% non-operated WI in the block; Shell 75% \
is the operatoAccording to recent Nexen investor presentations (Lehman Brothers CE§y/Pogver
Conference, September 6, 2007; UK Investar Gulf of Mexico of May 2007) the well is part of the Norphlet
Play Pre-drill prospect reserves were estimated to range between 200 and 500 MMBOE, with risked play
resources estimated to range between 400 and 1,000 MMBOE.

- Paul Post
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THE NEw ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

MEemoRIAL FOUNDATION, INC.

The Memorial Bundation is an IRSak Exenpt Code #5Q (c)(3)
organization. Theddeanl I.D. is: 72-220999. Please consider making

FONO FUND —

The FONO Fund accepts contributions that are
inveded and the income dediedtb assw suficient
financial esouces will alays be gailable ® maintin

your donation prior © the close of thisear’'s iscal cgle whid is

Sepember 30, 2008. ovir individual suppdrin any amount will help

mee the IRS Guidelinef our Foundation. Thanks!

Olga Braunstein Succession
Gibbett Hill Foundation

In Memory of Steve & Marion Millendorf,
William J. Prutzmamger G. Vincent &iRYungblood

The Booth-Bricker Fund
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel

GCAGS Matching Funds

Paul C. Mc Williams
NOGS Golf Tournament My 200/
In Memory of Bill Craig

C & R Exploration, Inc.
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel

Thornton E. Anderson

In Memor of Ritad W Boebel

Carlo and Beverly Christina
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
Joanne J. Clark and Family
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
Joffre J. Crouere

In Memory of Richard W. Boebel

John Edvard Allen, Jr
Don and Carol Andrews

In Memor of Vdyne H. Grimes

In Memor of RberW. Sabat’
Donald I.  Andrews

In Memar of TWayne Capbell
Robert J. Ardell

In Memor of RberW. Sabat’

In Memory of Francis X. Bland
Peggy and Bbert Armstrong

In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
Edward C. Austin

In Memory of Charles L. Jones
Bruce Bahlinger

In Memory of Thomas H. Philpott
Al and Susie Baker

In Memor of RberW. Sabat’
Jack R. Banttari
Abraham Biadgelgne
Maurice N. Birdwell

In Memory of Jim Davis
Cynthia A. Bradford
Eric C. Broadbridge

Carlo C. Christina

Bridwell Oil Company
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel

Richard W. Boebel

In Memory of Al Gilreath

Seismic Exchange, Inc.

In Memor of Ritad W Boebel

Carol and Gilbert St. Germain
In Memor of Ritad W Boebé&b249

Hilary James Brook
Jack and Lucretia Bryant
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
Elisha A. Buckner
Chevron
Matching Funds
Arthur F. Christensen
Clarence F. Conrad
Willis E. Conatser, PhD
Charley and Trudy Corona
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
Charley Corona
In Memory of Charles L. Jones
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
Michael A. Danahy
Robert M. Danos
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
M. R. “Bob” Douglass
Exxon Mobil Matching Funds
Michael N. Fein
Brent J. Foster
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
Laurens Gaarenstroom

report.

Richard W. Boebel
Willis E. Conatser

James A. Hartman

Donald I. Andrews
Alfred H. Baler Jr
Joseph E. Boudreaux
Cynthia A. Bradford
Eric C. Broadbridge
Jack G. Bryant

J. Sybil Calloway
Anthony Capllo Jr.
Arthur F. Christensen
James S.Classen
Richard P. Colomes
Joffre J. Crouere
Merle J. Duplantis
Richard A. Edmund
Parrish N. Erwin, Jr.
Niles R. Faulk
Michael N. Fein
Laurens Gaarenstroom
Peter G. Gray
Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
Thomas A. Hudson

Richard G. Klibert

the NOGS business office. Contributors are reminded

In Memaor of ShelbN Smith

Thomas Charles Klekamp

that donations to the FONO Fund are not covered by
the IRS 50 (c)(3) &x exenpt classitation and should
be reported as a business expense on your IRS tax

In Memor of RberW. Sabat’

William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick
Geomge M. Makey, Jr.
Louis L. McCormick
William J. O’Leary
Richard A. Olsen
William S. Reirce
Edward B. Picou, Jr
In Memor of RberW.
Sabate’
James PRaymond, Jr
Brenda E. Reilly
C. R. Rondeau
Monte C. Shalett
Rudolf B. Siegert
Raymond Stephens
Stephen Szydlik
Scdt A. Wainwright
Roy C. Walther
Arthur S. Waterman
Robett C. Weissmann
James WYeldell Jr
Jim Zotkiewicz

CONTRIBUTIONS FORBOTH FUNDS
THRoUGH NovemBer 1, 2007.
DONATIONS ARE LISTEDFORONE YEAR

Sherwood M. Gagliano
David Garner
Peter G. Gy
In Memor of RberW. Sabat’
Angela M. Hessler
Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
In Memory of Robert E. Osborne
John H. Houser
Dan E. Hudson
Thomas A. Hudson
Thomas E. Johnson
Thomas Charles Klekamp
In Memor of RberW. Sabat’
Richard G. Klibert
John C. Kucewicz, Jr
Russell J. Landry
In Memory of Ken Savage

John C. Langford
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
William J. Malin
Jeannie F. Mallick
Geomge M. Makey, Jr.
Catherine D. McRae
Casey R. Mobley
New Orleans Geological Auxiliary
In Memory of Mary Kirk Barrell
Russell H. Nordwell

In Memory of Daryl A. Danielson, Sr.

In Memaor of ShelbN Smith
Richard A. Olsen
In Memor of RberW. Sabat

---continued on page 30 ---
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Shoreline Gas Inc.
www .shorelinegas.com
Full Service Natural Gas Marketing

ALBERT P. BROWN, PG.

GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTANT

Texas Board Certified Licensed Professional Geoscientist

Interpretation
Depth Imaging/Signal Enhancement
(504) 561-8690 cell: (504) 296-8877
brownapl@bellsouth.net

Collarini Energy Staffing Inc.

Full-Time and Temporary
Exploration and Production Personnel

Facilities - Drilling - Production - Reservoir Engineers
Landmen - Geoscience - Information Technology
Health and Safety - Management - Procurement

Accounting - Administrative Support

Houston and New Orleans
(832) 251-0553 - Fax (832) 251-0157
www.collarini.com

Connecting the Industry’s Experts

WOODSIDE
WOODSIDE ENERGY
(USA) INC.

WWW.WOODSIDE.COM.AU

71683 Riveside Dr 5151 San Felipe 220
Covington, LA 70433 Houston, TX 77056
Tel: (985) 29-5300 Tel: (a3) 4a-0000
Fax: (985) 249-5388 Fax: (13) 4-0088

Collarini Associates

4200 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 230
Metairie, Louisiana 70001
(504) 887-7127
(504) 887-7162

Reservoir Engineering

Oil & Gas Property Evaluation
3-D Seismic Interpretation
Intregrated Field Studies

New Orleans s Houston
www.collarini.com

ATWATER CONSULTANTS, LTD.

REGISTERED AND CERTIFIED PETROLEUM PROFESSIONALS

GEOLOGICAL, ENGINEERING , GEOPHYSICAL,
TRAINING AND EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES

3525 HessmeAve, Se 304
Metairie LA 70002

Tel. (504) 581-6527
Fax (504) 524-7798

MURPHY

EXPLORATION &
PRODUCTION
COMPANY - USA

131 SOUTH ROBERTSON STREET
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70161-1780

P.0. BOX 61780
(504) 561-2811

CIMAREX ENERGY CO.

GULF OF MEXICO REGION
GOM,SE La., N. La., MS, AL

1100 Poydras St.; Suite 1100
Keith Gourgues New Orleans, Louisiana 70163

Region Manager 504-586-1815 / Fax 504-586-9035

NORTHCOAST OIL COMPANY

610 E. Rutland St.
Covington, LA 70433
(985) 898-3577
(985) 898-3585 FAX

Jack M. Thorson

Eric C. Broadbridge

J. Daryl Gambrell
Raymond W . Stephens

(832) 242-6000 (O)
(713) 917-0493 (O)

(504) 931-7506 (C)
johnjurasin@jurasinoilgas.com

JURASIN OIL & GAS

9700 Richmond Ave., Suite # 124
Houston, TX 77042-4821

JOHN M. JURASIN
President

Cert. Pet. Geologist #4284
Cert. Prof. Earth Scientist #1961
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ANSYTHE

Donald I. Andrews

504-887-3432

H. WARREN BELL
Oil and Gas Exploration

2500 Tanglewilde, Suite 485
Houston, TX 77063-2126

Bus (713) 266-7297
Fax (713) 266-7298

BOO-KER OIL & GAS CORP.
Gray S. Parker

826 Union, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70112

Bus. (504) 581-2430
Fax (504) 566-4785

PHELPS GEOSCIENCE

Onshore Gulf of Mexico Geology and Geophysics
Prospect Generation and Evaluation

Houston, TX jsfphelps@yahoo.com (281) 398-5208

C & R EXPLORATION, INC.

Carlo C. Christina Lawrence G . Ringham

THE BOEBEL COMPANY
Oil and Gas Investments
170 Broadway Street, Suite 321

New Orleans, LA 70118 (504) 866-4313

C. R. RONDEAU
Petroleum Geologist

119 W Southland Ave.

lironwood, MI 49938 Res. (906) 932-4692

RAFIDI OIL AND GAS, INC.

Jaser N. Rafidi, President

4415 Shore Dr.., Suite 202 Bus. (504) 722-2942
Metairie, LA 70006 Fax (504) 888-5539; Res. (504) 888-1661

CLASSEN EXPLORATION, INC.

James S. Classen
Looking for close in deals
P.O. Box 140637
Boise, ID 83714

Bus. (208) 854-1037
Fax (208) 854-1029

classenlic@msn.com

ROY C. WALTHER

Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street Bus. (504) 392-8513
New Orleans, LA 70131 Res. (504) 392-9332

COLLES C. STOWELL
Oil and Gas Consultant

2288 Chisolm Trail

Salado, TX 76571 (254) 947-8977

RUDOLF B. SIEGERT

Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 2740, Slidell, LA 70459 (985) 641-4265

EDWARD B. PICOU, JR.
Consulting Micropaleontologist - Retired

228 St. Charles Ave., Suite 1330 C Bus. (504) 529-5155
New Orleans, LA 70130 Res. (504) 282-3096

STONE ENERGY CORPORATION

James H. Stone, Chairman of the Board
David H. Welch, President & CEO
LL&E Tower, Suite 2650, 900 Poydras St.

New Orleans, LA 70112-4000 (504) 581-7766

D-O-R ENGINEERING, INC.

3-D and Geoscience Services

120 Oil Center Dr., Bldg. 12 Bus. (337) 233-2378
P.O. Box 51707, Lafayette, LA 70505 Fax (337) 233-2907

TONY CAROLLO

Consulting Geologist
Unitization Geosteering Field Studies
1701 Peach Street Bus. (504) 885-0004
Metairie, LA 70001 Res. (504) 885-6829

Memorial Fund donations, continued from page 27:

William S. Reirce
Elizab¢h M. Petro
Edward B. Picou Jr
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
In Memory of Robey H. Clark
Brenda E. Reilly
Edmund L. Russell
In Memory of Francis X. Bland
John C. Scheldt

Dave Sollenberger

Scdt A. Wainwright
Roy C. Walther

Arthur S. Waterman
William M. Whiting

In Memory of Des Utterback
Raymond O. Steinhoff
In Memor of Haold E. dles

In Memory of Bill Craig
Chevron
M. R. “Bob” Douglass
Bernard L. Hill, Jr.
Jeff Jandegian
James R. Strahan
Candace VSrahan

Whitney National Bank Officers and Directors
In Memaor of Ricad W Boebel

Armour C. Winslow
In Memory of Rita Menzel Winslow

Frances A. Wiseman
In Memory of Steve Widdicombe

James WYeldell, Jr

Jim Zotkiewicz

Luncheon “Roundup” Donations
Geome W Stineider, Jr.
In Memory of William B. Rodan
George D. Severson
Monte C. Shalett
Rudolph B. Siegert
In Memor of Ritad W Boebel
In Memor of RberW. Sabat
Daniel L. Smith
Dr. J. O. Snwden
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MARINE PROPERTIES, LLC
BERKSHIRE EXPLORATION CcCO.
MONTE C. SHALETT, CPL, PRESIDENT

3030 Lausat Street BUS. (504) 831-7779
Metairie, LA 70001-5924 FAX. (504) 831-8315

WWW .NOGS.ORG

NEW ORLEANS GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
=203\ 810 Union Street, Suite 300
12\ New Orleans, LA 70112-1430
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