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Online Courses

Certificate Courses
Designed to equip earth scientists with knowledge to enable them to take the lead in integrated energy projects and programs. Courses are 4 weeks long, and begin the 1st of every month. Upon successful completion of the course you will receive a certificate.

E-Symposia
One-hour interactive instruction on a variety of vital and cutting edge topics. Initially given as a live event, and then archived so persons can still sign up even if they can’t attend the live event. All participants receive one day's worth of independent study materials. If CEU credit is desired, students write responses to brief questions and submit their work to AAPG.

Self-paced Courses
Designed to be taken at any time, at one’s own pace. Some interactive exercises included, but no interaction with instructor or other participants. These courses have been expanded through a partnership with PetroEd.

Traditional Online Courses
These courses vary in length from a few days to a full semester. Interaction with instructor is included, and daily or weekly assignments may be included as well. See course descriptions for actual start dates for these courses
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Hedberg Research Conferences
Instructors
Online Courses
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Reserves Training (JCORET)
Slide Vault
Student Discounts
Visiting Geoscientist Program
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Foundation Programs

The AAPG Foundation supports many scientific and educational programs. To support any of these programs, click here. To see a list of funds, click here. 
Amoruso Special Publications- AAPG is one of the top petroleum geoscience publishers in the world. Special publications provide members and other industry professionals with focused and timely studies on critical scientific topics. 

Awards and fellowships foster and recognize excellence and accomplishment in the geosciences. 

Bulletin publishing costs are partially underwritten by the AAPG Foundation Bulletin Endowment.Delivered digitally or in print monthly, the AAPG Bulletin is one of the most respected, peer-reviewed technical journals.

Continuing Education- offer computer training opportunities for mid-career geologists in GeoTechnology Training Centers.

Distinguished Lecture - supports lecture tours on pertinent geoscience topics to universities and geological groups throughout the world. This is an AAPG program that the Foundation provides funding each year. 

The E. F. Reid Scouting program supports the teaching of geology to Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and youth in other organizations as determined by the Trustees of the Foundation. With support from the Foundation and input from AAPG members and Boy Scout staff, the current Boy Scout Geology Merit Badge requirements and instructive materials were developed.

Energy Resources Library makes available to geoscientists its reference/research services either in person, via phone, FAX or Email the librarian.

Digital Products GIS-UDRIL University Subscriptions- give any university online access to upstream petroleum students & researchers by preparing GIS-linked databases and atlases of georeferenced maps and other images.

Digital Products University Subscriptions - give any university online access to the entire AAPG Digital Library — a compilation of over 600,000 pages of maps and geological information in perpetuity.

Oklahoma State University (OSU) Geoscience and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Consortium exists to create, accelerate and sustain digital peer-reviewed GIS products, carried out through OSU’s Geology and Geography Departments and the AAPG Spatial Publications Standing Committee. This program is funded by the Boone Pickens Digital Geology Fund. 

Grants-in-Aid - see awards page 

James A. Hartman Student Chapter Leadership Summit program offers AAPG Student Chapters from all universities the opportunity to participate in leadership activities. This is an new AAPG program that will begin in 2012. 

K-12 Programs provide teaching resources and training for teachers including:

1. Teachers’ Day Program -2012 AAPG Annual Convention at Long Beach, CA 

· Hands-on demonstrations of classroom activities

· Classroom materials to assist you in bringing Earth Science alive in your classroom

· Guided tour of the convention with an industry professional


For more details, contact: Bob Ballog, Teacher Program Chair; E-mail: bob@eaglexpco.com

2. K-12 Teacher of the Year Award- see awards page 

3. Student Field Trips at the AAPG Annual Meetings - Please check the 2012 AAPG Annual Convention and Exhibition website for updates.

4. AGI’s Earth Science Week Program - Since October 1998, the American Geosciences Institute has organized this national and international event to help the public gain a better understanding and appreciation for the Earth Sciences and to encourage stewardship of the Earth. This year's Earth Science Week was held from October 9-15 and celebrated the theme "Our Ever-Changing Earth."

5. Bookout Initiative - The program got off to a jump-start in October 2007, and has provided funding for low-cost earth science education courses for K-12 teachers, with EMGI providing facilities, teaching materials and staff for nominal costs. Click on "Bookout Initiative" to see John Bookout's biography. 

 

L. Austin Weeks Memorial Undergraduate Grants - see awards page 

Michel T. Halbouty Lecture- supports an annual lecture focusing on exploration to be given at the AAPG Annual Convention & Exhibition. The subject of the lecture must deal with wildcat exploration in any part of the world, especially in areas where major discoveries might contribute significantly to petroleum reserves or space exploration

The Newly Released Publications Program-University Subscription annually donates a new set of AAPG's newly published books and CDs to the university of your choosing. 

The new Professorial Award -see awards page

Publication Pipeline- program improves geoscience education in developing countries by providing used geoscience books and periodicals at no cost to university libraries and other libraries that request them. This is an AAPG program. 

Region Special Lecture- Geoscience lecturers in the AAPG regions are in continuous demand, especially from universities and AAPG affiliated societies. This program is designed to enable regional offices to select top scientists from each region to make a tour within the region, focusing on regional exploration plays and development projects or on current geoscience/technical issues.

Search and Discovery- publishes online the many talks, posters and videos from AAPG conventions, education workshops and section/ region meetings. This Datapages service is extremely popular among AAPG members, students and the scientific community at large as a form of open access publishing. This free service costs AAPG more than $200,000 per year and your gift will help provide for the continuation of this vital resource.

Visiting Geoscientist Program- has provided campus visits by active and experienced geoscientists for over 30 years. The program is going strong today; professional geoscientists are sharing their experiences and career insights with students throughout the US, Canada, and more than 30 other countries worldwide. This is an AAPG program.

Geoscience 

Online Bookstore
Purchase geoscience publications, highway maps, and more online. Products may be found by several methods to accommodate most needs.

Online Data and CDs
AAPG publications and Bulletin are available for searching and downloading ... or ... order a CD for your personal use.

Publications 

Do you have a technical paper or research which you believe AAPG should consider publishing? Follow this path to find out how to submit your manuscript for review. Also included are guidelines for submission of documents which will be used in the actual publication.

Library
The AAPG Foundation Energy Resources Library provides information and services to geoscientists and other members of the public. Through this valuable resource you can increase your research with reliable information. 

Search and Discovery
An online digital publication brought to you by Datapages, Inc. a company owned by AAPG. Here you'll find technical papers that have never been in print. Recently released company papers as well as printed versions of oral and poster presentations given at meetings and conferences.

Meetings
Meetings and educational events are held throughout the year. Learn about AAPG sponsored meetings all over the world at both the local and international levels.

News
The AAPG Explorer is a monthly news publication focusing on the petroleum industry. It is mailed the first of each month and a preview of highlighted articles can be read here about one week before mailing. 

Education
Providing quality education to the geoscience community is important to the AAPG. Click here to learn about Continuing Education Units (CEUs), courses, field trips, and lecture tours brought to you by the AAPG and the AAPG Foundation.

Gateways to ...
To help members of AAPG navigate the Internet we are collecting helpful URLs. This area is built by the members. As people find sites useful to them they are turned in to AAPG and added to these Gateways. 

To Energy Resource Geologists Around the World:

Welcome to the Public Home Page of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG)'s Energy Minerals Division's website. As President of EMD, one of my areas of responsibility is to introduce the EMD to the new AAPG members. EMD is about exploration, development and production of unconventional and alternative energy resources. With a national political and policy emphasis on unconventional and alternative energy strategies, there is no better time to become involved in what is now becoming part of our everyday discussion on energy. 

Another area of responsibility is to provide the general public and non-AAPG geologists and other professionals with a general idea of the range of energy resource commodities EMD geologists deal with in their professional activities. EMD provides technical information and training opportunities for professional growth to an increasing number of energy resource geologists whose activities focus on unconventional and alternative energy resources.

Formed in 1977, EMD offers technical information, publications, and meeting programs to its members covering the alternate energy resources such as coal and lignite, uranium, and geothermal energy. The unconventional resources include coal-bed methane, gas hydrates, gas shales, tight gas sands and, as long as the market prices remain relatively high, oil shale and oil sands. Renewables such as wind and solar also comprise the unconventional resources. No matter where one looks, the role the alternatives and unconventional energy resources are projected to increase dramatically over the next 25 years, with natural gas resources representing the future for the U.S. energy market. It is these alternative and unconventional resources that will make up an important part of the available carbon-based energy resources that will likely assist in our transition to more climate-friendly energy strategy over the next 30 years and beyond. Many of these new resources are U.S. and Canada based, albeit not limited to North America. Projections suggest that natural gas will remain to be a principal resource in the U.S., as will uranium and geothermal energy, with increased interest and development of renewable energy resources by industry and the private sector.

As a Division of the AAPG, EMD is part of a professional association of some 36,000 geologists working in the U.S. and overseas, which leads the way in developing new methods and techniques in the exploration and production for these new energy resources, with an emphasis on building up reserves located in the U.S. and in other cooperative areas of the world. To accomplish these tasks, the need continues to develop the science of energy resource geology and technology in supporting the exploration and development of unconventional resources, as well as the traditional nuclear-based and thermal-based energy resources to support a strong economy in the U.S. and around the world. In the meantime, the various forms of renewable energy attempt to become an integral part of the energy future. 

EMD members are an integral part of the AAPG membership and you will find EMD members assisting in their local societies and on a regional, national and international level in the development of the science of geology and geophysics in special symposia, workshops, short courses, and field trips. EMD members also contribute to the well-known AAPG Bulletin, the AAPG EXPLORER, in EMD memoirs and special publications and in the EMD-suppored journal, Natural Resources Research, and the DEG journal, Environmental Geosciences.

The history of the AAPG and the ongoing missions of EMD in developing new unconventional and alternate energy resources are well expressed and equally applicable in an AAPG video on exploring for and developing energy resources in the U.S. and overseas. If you think "energy resources" every time the term "petroleum" is mentioned in the video, the points made are one and the same. Scott Tinker, AAPG Past President, speaks in a GSA video about the future and about the role of the energy and environmental geologists in today's society.

New programs, new services, and a re-structured EMD designed to improve communications between the AAPG and EMD leadership have resulted in a significant increase in EMD membership, not only because the EMD membership dues have been eliminated as an impediment to joining EMD, but also because the volume and quality of the technical information and associated training programs have increased substantially.

It is my expressed opinion that environmental concerns drive policy and policy drives conventional, unconventional and alternative energy resources exploration and development, regardless of their respective merits. Thus, combined with the increasing number of member benefits coming from the Division of Professional Affairs (DPA <http://dpa.aapg.org/> ) and the Division of Environmental Geosciences (DEG <http://deg.aapg.org/> ), the three Divisions provide relevancy and depth to AAPG and AAPG membership. The outstanding member benefits that have been provided by AAPG for many decades, and are complemented by the increasing contributions from the EMD, the DPA and the DEG, help make us better geoscientists and better prepared for the challenges of the 21st Century. 

So, if you are a member of AAPG, just click a box in your AAPG profile to become a member of EMD with access to all of the Commodity Committee Members Only webpages and associated technical information. If you are a geologist working on energy resources and are not an AAPG member, what are you waiting for, an invitation? OK, here it is, see AAPG and EMD Membership Applications. You won’t regret it. 

These are exciting times for EMD and those involved in energy resources. 

I invite you all to participate in this innovative and challenging venture!

Sincerely, 

Stephen M. Testa, P.G.
President, EMD (2011-12)

DPA

The Challenge of Energy Security 
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By Tony Hayward

Editor’s Note: Dr. Tony Hayward studied geology at Aston University in Birmingham and completed a PhD at Edinburgh University. He was Group Chief Executive of BP from 2007 to 2010 having joined BP in 1982 as a rig geologist in the North Sea. More recently he is a co-founder of Vallares plc. In September 2011 Vallares announced that it planned to merge with Genel Energy International. On completion of the deal Dr. Hayward will become the CEO of the new company to be called Genel Energy plc. He is a Senior Independent Director of Glencore International AG, a Partner of AEA Investors and a Member of the Advisory Board of Numis. Dr. Hayward is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and holds honorary doctorates from the University of Edinburgh, Aston University and the University of Birmingham. Dr. Hayward’s speech below was presented at the DPA luncheon at the AAPG’s International Conference and Exhibition in Milan on October 25, 2011, and is reproduced at the request of the Correlator.

Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon. And thank you for your invitation. It’s a great pleasure to be here – last time I spoke to an AAPG meeting was as a young geologist in the early 90’s – it’s great to be back where I started my career!

As some of you will probably remember just over a year ago I was at the centre of what was one of the biggest stories of 2010 – as the focus on the Deepwater Horizon fades the world of energy now faces a very different set of preoccupations.

For the time being, the financial crisis has displaced energy from the front page of the newspapers - but the fact is it’s not far behind. It often reminds me of the early 80s when I started my career. The oil price was around $100 a barrel in today’s money. And, in the wake of dramatic political upheaval in the Middle East, the developed world fretted at widespread predictions of a global energy crisis. 

Fast forward 30 years and what do we see in the press and on our TV screens? Crude hovering above $100 a barrel. Violent unrest in the Arab world, as some long-established regimes fall like dominoes and others use repression to cling on to power. And if all that were not enough to reawaken concerns about global energy security, we also have to contend with a crisis over nuclear power after the earthquake and tsunami disaster in Japan and the subsequent difficulties at the Fukushima nuclear plant. 

If there’s anything positive to be said about the current turbulence, it is that it has put the topic of energy security where it needs to be: at the top of the global political agenda. I believe there are few more fundamental issues facing the world than this. It’s fundamental to the still faltering economic recovery we are experiencing in the industrial countries. It’s fundamental to the continued process of globalization which is lifting billions of people out of poverty in the developing world. And as energy is the motor of economic growth, it’s at the heart of global politics.

Just look at the United States, where the gasoline price is again nearing the pain threshold of $4 a gallon and politicians are vying to come up with remedies - from President Obama’s so-called Blueprint for a Secure Energy Future to competing plans in Congress to extract more tax from the oil companies on one hand and to boost offshore drilling on the other. 

So what will deliver energy security? The key factors are straightforward - diversity, competition and efficiency: accessing the widest range of energy sources – through diversity; bringing out the best ways of finding, producing and distributing energy through competition; and making the most of each unit of energy - through efficiency.

Identifying these factors is, of course, not rocket science. They are blindingly obvious. But like so many obvious things, they are all too often ignored or willfully misunderstood. Reliable and affordable supplies of hydrocarbon energy were taken for granted through much of the 20th century and laid the foundation for the extraordinary economic progress in the world.

In the 21st century energy security has become a defining issue, thanks to a combination of growing populations, rapidly rising demand from developing countries and the now widely accepted consensus that hydrocarbon consumption contributes to climate change. To meet the challenge posed by this coincidence of factors, I believe we need to apply some basic business principles. We must be clear about where we are and where we want to go – the starting point and the destination. We need a regulatory framework we can all understand to enable business to invest with confidence to build such a future. And we need to set out practical pathways towards the destination. 

Let’s look first at the facts. Consensus projections suggest we’ll need around 45% more energy in 2030 than we consume today - and double today’s level by 2050. How do we meet that demand sustainably? Certainly there will have to be changes in the energy mix. We need more low-carbon energy. And we must use energy more efficiently. But the main point is that there is no magic solution, and we will need a wide mix of energy types in 20 years time. The share of renewable energy will certainly increase, but we have to be realistic about its contribution. As of today, all of the world’s wind, solar, wave, tide and geothermal energy accounts for around 1% of total consumption. 

Given the practical challenges of scaling up such technologies, the International Energy Agency can’t see them accounting for much more than 5% of consumption in 2030, even with aggressive policy support as world economic slowdown continues some of that policy support won’t happen. Undoubtedly other technologies will play a part. Biofuels, for example, will be increasingly important, and by 2030 carbon capture technology could potentially be commercial. 

Of course the biggest uncertainty today in developing low-carbon energy concerns nuclear power. In this respect as in many others, the news from Japan early this year was a disaster. It may not be the death-knell for nuclear power that some are predicting but it does probably mean that a whole lot of nuclear power stations that might otherwise have bolstered the world’s energy supply in coming decades will simply never be built – particularly in the democracies of the west

What all this demonstrates more clearly than ever is that there will still be a major role for hydrocarbons for decades to come. The good news is that we have enough reserves of oil, and especially natural gas, to last for decades and reserve estimates are rising as we develop ways of unlocking both conventional and unconventional resources. So the foundation stone of energy security is creating a diverse supply of energy – diverse in the forms it takes and diverse in the places it comes from. 

Government and the Energy Security Architecture

Building such a future demands action both from businesses and policy-makers. Business can provide the building blocks and tools - but we need to work within the architecture provided by governments. There are two ways in which the current energy security architecture can be strengthened. 

First, with continuing pressure on supply, it’s important to develop energy resources as efficiently as possible - I believe that means opening them up to competition. Easing restrictions on market forces are key when it comes to unlocking the resources we need. Right now much of the world’s oil is held by countries in which access is restricted. This often limits the application of the latest technology. So competition has a big role to play. Opening access to a range of potential operators encourages the most efficient solutions, and often involves partnerships that provide new combinations of skills. Iraq is a very good example. With the agreements concluded with national and international oil companies over the last two years Iraq has the potential to contribute up to 10mmb/d to global supplies in the next 15-20 years. And open access is not just a developing markets issue – in the U.S. 80% of the OCS is off-limits to exploration and production

The second area where policy is critical is the question of climate change. It is, of course, central to sustainable energy security that we find a clear way forward on this issue. I think it’s fair to say that over the last 18 months or so we have seen the emergence of greater realism in the climate debate. There is a dawning realisation that we can’t afford to be paralysed by the absence of agreed targets for 2030 or 2050. Individual governments need to act regardless of whether there is a global treaty. In fact, the key to action is alignment, rather than agreement - moving in the same direction, not necessarily in lock-step.

Pathways to Energy Security and Efficiency

This can’t be a one-size-fits-all approach. Each country or economic bloc will have to assess its natural advantages and deficiencies in energy, so that it can set a workable framework within which the market can deliver energy security. I find it helpful to think about this in terms of a range of ‘energy pathways’ for different countries and industries - for example the pathway for US transport, or for European power generation. This highlights the most effective and efficient way of reducing carbon emissions while meeting demand. 

The first conclusion is that, in all circumstances, energy efficiency is the No.1 priority. That means more efficient vehicles, buildings and electronic appliances – more investment in technology and infrastructure such as smart grids. In the IEA’s latest low-carbon scenario, efficiency is projected to be capable of driving more reductions of energy-related emissions by 2030 than renewable power, nuclear, carbon capture and biofuels combined. 

In transport, by far the most effective pathway to a lower-carbon transport industry is through making car engines more efficient. Hybrid vehicles will be increasingly important. So, in the medium term, will advanced biofuels. Electric vehicles and hydrogen fuel cells will have a part to play in the long term. But they need massive new infrastructure and their electricity or hydrogen needs to be produced more sustainably. Electric vehicles are only as low-carbon as the power that fuels them.

Looking at the power pathway, it will increasingly make sense to use more natural gas. Gas is the fuel that offers the greatest potential to achieve the largest greenhouse gas reductions - at the lowest cost - in the shortest time - and by using technology that’s available today. Gas is easily the cleanest burning fossil fuel. It’s very efficient and combined-cycle turbines, fuelled by natural gas, are quick and relatively cheap to build. 

Here I see big signs that the penny has finally dropped among politicians as a result of recent events. There are reasons for this on both the demand and supply sides. The difficult debate about the future of nuclear power in Europe, for example, is opening the way for a bigger role for gas in European power generation. In the U.S.’s evolving energy policy, natural gas looms large as a source of power and potentially as a fuel for transport.

On the supply side, the picture is being transformed by increased estimates of recoverable reserves of shale gas. Thanks to new production technologies, supply of this resource in the US has grown 12-fold in the past decade and it now meets a quarter of all US gas needs. And official estimates show the potential for significant shale gas in places like China, North Africa and the Middle East, Latin America and Eastern Europe. This is good news - it is quite clear that without an enhanced reliance on gas the world has no chance of meeting its increasing energy demand in a sustainable way. 

My third and final point concerns cost. In my view it’s vital, as we gear up to confront the problem of climate change, that we choose the lowest-cost energy pathways. That imperative is even more starkly exposed by the current concern over rising fossil fuel prices. Energy efficiency, gas fired power, lighter cars and advanced biofuels all offer relatively low-cost routes, while more headline-grabbing options are not the most cost-effective in terms of cost per tonne of mitigated CO2. With today’s technology, carbon capture and storage to make clean coal, for example, is very expensive. Offshore wind is also costly - for example in comparison to onshore wind, and indeed to nuclear.
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From left: Marty Hewitt, Tony Hayward and John Brooks.

Conclusion

Let me conclude by linking back to current events. The current turbulence in the Middle East and concerns about nuclear power have added new urgency and importance to the broader discussion of energy security. In the oil market, concerns about possible or actual supply interruptions have pushed prices up and probably helped to create a new price floor. For only the third time ever supplies were released from strategic reserves in the U.S. and Europe over the summer. Nobody, of course, can know how political events will unfold in the Arab world, but I see no reason to suppose that the tensions will ease any time soon. Indeed, it is safer, I think, to predict continuing or even enhanced volatility. The trouble at the Fukushima reactor adds to uncertainty about the energy mix - and that has already created upward pressure on prices for natural gas and coal. 

All in all, a pretty unstable backdrop for contemplating the world’s great energy challenge. But it’s a picture that makes meeting that challenge all the more essential. The complexity and scale of the task make it especially important that those involved try wherever possible to respect three principles:

First, efficiency - the best way to more secure energy is saving energy. Governments should seek the most efficient approaches that impose the lowest overall costs on society. Second, diversity - there is no one, silver-bullet solution or technology that will deliver a secure energy future. A diverse mix of resources and technologies will be needed. Third, competition - efficient markets and market mechanisms will provide the most effective way to produce and distribute energy and to induce change.

Ladies and gentlemen thank you very much for listening. 



America’s Choice
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By Rayola Dougher 

(Editor’s Note: Rayola Dougher is a senior economic advisor for the American Petroleum Institute, and is currently one of API’s principal spokespersons. Her efforts focus on informing policymakers, the news media, and the public on energy market issues and trends. She holds a Masters degree in Economic Development and East Asian studies from the American University and a Bachelors degree in History and Political Science from the State University of New York at Brockport. Her speech below was presented at the DPA Luncheon at the AAPG’s Mid-Continent Section Meeting in Oklahoma City on October 4, 2011, and is reproduced at the request of the Correlator).

As the President speaks every day about the need for job creation and deficit reduction, we cannot afford to overlook the fact that America’s oil and natural gas industry provides a critical opportunity to help address both issues. Unfortunately, the Administration seems to be looking past this opportunity and making choices that take us in the wrong direction. 

The President would pay for his jobs plan, in part, by imposing at least a $44 billion tax increase on our industry. Doing so would result in fewer jobs, less government revenue and less energy production. This is the wrong choice. 

A study we released a few months ago shows that with pro-development policies in place America’s oil and natural gas industry could create one million jobs in just seven years, generate $800 billion in government revenue by 2030 and greatly increase our energy production – on the order of 10 million barrels worth of energy per day more. This is the right choice.

The President says “simple math” requires a tax increase on our industry. But simple math shows that one million jobs plus $800 billion in government revenue plus 10 million barrels per day more in energy production is far greater than the short term tax revenue in the president’s plan that would also lead to subtraction of jobs and energy production. 

A great deal is at stake between these options because of the magnitude of the impacts they would have, including for example the possibility of creating more than one million new jobs versus losing tens of thousands – and increasing revenue to our government by $800 billion versus decreasing it by $223 billion. 

This should be an easy choice. Our industry delivers more than $86 million every day in revenue to the federal treasury, pays more in taxes than other industries in absolute dollars, and pays income tax at an effective rate higher than most other industries. We supported more than nine million U.S. jobs throughout the recession, and even this summer, when net job creation nationwide was at a standstill, we created more than 9,000 jobs, according the Bureau of Labor Statistics. And in 2010 we contributed more than $470 billion to the US economy in spending, wages and dividends. That’s an economic stimulus every year that doesn’t require an Act of Congress.

Imagine how much more we could do if we were allowed to make the investments in new job-creating development. It’s clear the nation has vast undeveloped resources, and it’s clear the scale of investments that would be involved would produce significant numbers of new jobs. 

And most of the actions that can be taken require no new authority from Congress. The President and his Administration have the power to move forward today on further energy development onshore and offshore. Unfortunately, they seem bent on moving in the wrong direction. Just a short time ago, they put off approving the Keystone XL pipeline – a facility designed to allow us to increase our imports of Canadian oil. Had the pipeline been approved, as many as 20,000 Americans might have found jobs in construction and in manufacturing. It was a true shovel-ready project that has now been put on hold indefinitely. Not only that, but for every U.S. dollar spent on Canadian exports (i.e. crude oil) up to 90 cents is spent on imports of U.S. goods and services. This trade impact has the potential to generate hundreds of thousands of U.S. jobs, but with the pipeline on hold, the Canadian prime minister has said Canada will look to Asian markets instead. 

Americans support domestic energy development. It makes sense to them. So we, too, want to involve them in this debate to see more clearly the potential of what our industry could accomplish to help right our nation’s economy, put people back to work, secure more money for the federal treasury, and enhance our energy security.

The research from Wood Mackenzie released last September lays the groundwork for our argument. It shows that by increasing access, avoiding unnecessary new regulations, returning the pace of permitting approvals in the Gulf to historic levels, and bringing in more Canadian energy, we could in 2030 create as many as 1.4 million jobs, generate $800 billion in additional revenue, and substantially boost U.S. oil and natural gas production, enough so that in 15 years all of our liquid fuel needs could be met through U.S. supplies of oil and biofuels plus what we import from Canada. In just over seven years in 2018, these changes could create over one million jobs. 

More taxes, on the other hand, as previous Wood Mackenzie analysis has shown, could cost 170,000 jobs in just three years and a loss of $223 billion in cumulative government revenue in 2030 while also reducing domestic energy production. 

Our industry can do more for our economy. It is ready to help. But energy policymakers – including and especially the Administration – must have the courage to back this approach and support the changes in energy policy critical to making it happen.



About the GEO-DC 

Recent Events
· AAPG President Paul Weimer submits comments on Access to Digital Research Databases to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. (January 2012)

· AAPG President Paul Weimer submits comments on Open Access Publications to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. (January 2012

